
Lewis Handwriting Chart 

(Supplement to “Villainous Handwriting”: A Chronological Study of C.S. Lewis’s Script in Volume 33: pp.73-94) 

As this chart illustrates, there are distinct patterns to Lewis’s handwriting which are useful in the dating some of his undated manuscripts. Some of the changes in 
Lewis’s hand were immediate and distinct—and so apparently deliberate, and some of were slow and subtle—and so apparently unconscious. By the end of the 
1940s and into the 50s and 60s, Lewis’s writing had “settled down,” and changes—which do exist within these decades—are fewer, more subtle, and more difficult 
to map out.  

The following Lewis Handwriting Chart provides examples of the main periods in Lewis’s handwriting as well as major subdivisions reflecting changes in C.S. 
Lewis’s script.  

1. 1905 - (1910) 1912 - Childhood Years 

2. (1910) 1912 - 1921 - Traditional Cursive 

3. 1922 - September 1926 - Deliberate Change 

4. October 1926 - October 1931 - The “Great War” G (and Several Fs) 

5. November 1931 - 1933 - Lewis’s Final Letter g 

6. 1934 - 1939 - Left lower looping, triangular Fs 

7. 1940 - 1952 - “Classic” Lewis Style 

8. 1953 - 1963 - Messy, Staccato Style 

For further detail describing key markers and characteristics of the eight periods in Lewis’s handwriting, please see “’Villainous Handwriting’: A Chronological 
Study of C.S. Lewis’s Script” in VII Volume 33. To order Volume 33, go to http://www.wheaton.edu/wadecenter/Journal-VII/Subscriptions.  

All images copyright © 2016 C.S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. and used by permission of the C.S. Lewis Company, Ltd., the Marion E. Wade Center, the Bodleian Libraries, 
University of Oxford, and The Edwin Brown Collection of the Center for the Study of C.S. Lewis and Friends, Taylor University as owners of specific letters and 
manuscripts. 

Figure Owner of Manuscript 

Figure 1.1 – Letter to Roy Harrington (January 19, 1948); See VII Vol. 33 p. 73. 
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Figure 2.1a – Letter to Owen Barfield (January 24, 1926); See VII Vol. 33 p. 76. 

 
 

Marion E. Wade Center, 
Wheaton College 

Figure 2.1b – Letter to Owen Barfield (February 2, 1927); See VII Vol. 33 p. 76. 

 
 

Marion E. Wade Center, 
Wheaton College 

Figure 2.2 – See VII Vol. 33 p. 76. 
“Boxen, or Scenes from Boxonian City Life” (Volume One) (1912) 

 
 
Letter to Arthur Greeves (July 25, 1922) 

 
 
Letter to Owen Barfield (January 24, 1926) 

 
 
Letter to Owen Barfield (October 21, 1929) 
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Figure 2.3 – See VII Vol. 33 p. 76 
Letter to Owen Barfield (October 21, 1929) 

 
 
Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 24, 1930) 

 

 

 
 
Letter to Arthur Greeves (February 1932) 

 
 
Letter to Warren Lewis (April 3, 1934) 

 
 
Letter to Owen Barfield (June 2, 1940) 

 
 
Letter to Arthur Greeves (January 30, 1944) 

 
 
Letter to Roy Harrington (January 19, 1948) 

 
 
Letter to Mary Shelburne (November 30, 1957) 
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Figure 2.4 – See VII Vol. 33 p. 77 
Letter to Arthur Greeves (January 1943) 

 
 
Letter to Roy Harrington (January 19, 1948) 

 
 
Letter to Mary Van Deusen (January 26, 1954) 

 
 
Letter to Mary Van Deusen (January 16, 1959) 
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Figure 3.1 – See VII Vol. 33 pp. 77-82 
 

1. 1905-(1910) 1912 – Childhood Years: “To Mars and Back” manuscript (1909) 

Marion E. Wade Center, 
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2. (1910) 1912-1921 – Traditional Cursive: Letter to Arthur Greeves (May 6, 1917) 

 
 



3. 1922-September 1926 – Deliberate Change: Letter to Arthur Greeves (July 25, 1922) 

 
 

4. October 1926-October 1931 – The “Great War” “G” (and Several “F’s”): Letter to Arthur Greeves (March 1929) 

 
 

5. November 1931-1933 – Lewis’s Final Letter “G”: Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 6, 1931) 

 
 

6. 1934-1939 – Left Lower Looping Triangular “F’s”: Letter to Owen Barfield (June 28, 1936) 

 
 

7. 1940-1952 – “Classic” Lewis Style: Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 11, 1944) 



 
 

8. 1953-1963 – “Messy,” “Staccato” Style: Letter to Mary Van Deusen (December 4, 1954) 

 
 
1. 1905 - (1910) 16 1912 - Childhood Years 
 
Figure 3.2 – King’s Ring manuscript (1906); See VII Vol. 33 p.77 
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Figure 3.3 – “To Mars and Back” manuscript (1909); See VII Vol. 33 p. 77 Marion E. Wade Center, 

Wheaton College 



 
 
2. (1910) 191222 - 1921 - Traditional Cursive 
 
Figure 3.4 – Letter to Arthur Greeves (July 24, 1915); See VII Vol. 33 p. 78 
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Figure 3.5 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (August 24, 1919); See VII Vol. 33 p. 78. 
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3. 1922 - September 1926 - Deliberate Change 
 
Figure 3.6 – Pudaita Pie manuscript (1922-1924); See VII Vol. 33 p. 78. 
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Figure 3.7 - Letter to A.K. Hamilton Jenkin (July 19, 1925); See VII Vol. 33 p. 78. 
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Figure 3.8 - Letter to Owen Barfield (January 24, 1926); See VII Vol. 33 p. 78. 
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4. October 1926 - October 1931 - The “Great War” G (and Several Fs) 
 
Figure 3.9 - Letter to Owen Barfield (February 2, 1927); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.10 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 27, 1929); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.11 - Letter to A.K. Hamilton Jenkin (July 27, 1928); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.12 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (January 26, 1930); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.13 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (January 10, 1931); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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5. November 1931 - 1933 - Lewis’s Final Letter G 
 
Figure 3.14 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (February 4, 1933); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.15 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (February 1932); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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6. 1934 - 1939 - Left Lower Looping, Triangular Fs 
 
Figure 3.16 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 26, 1934); See VII Vol. 33 p. 79. 
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Figure 3.17 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 1935); See VII Vol. 33 p. 80. 
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Figure 3.18 - Letter to Owen Barfield (September 2, 1937); See VII Vol. 33 p. 80.  
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7. 1940 - 1952 - “Classic” Lewis Style 
 
Figure 3.19 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 20, 1943); See VII Vol. 33 p. 80.  
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Figure 3.20 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (May 25, 1941); See VII Vol. 33 p. 80.  
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Figure 3.21 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (December 10, 1942); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81.  
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Figure 3.22 - Letter to Owen Barfield (May 18, 1945); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81.  
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Figure 3.23 - Letter to Arthur Greeves (May 13, 1946); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81.  
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Figure 3.24 - Letter to Owen Barfield (December 16, 1947); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 
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Figure 3.25 - Letter to Mary Shelburne (February 22, 1958); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 
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Figure 3.26 - Letter to Owen Barfield (December 16, 1947); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 
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8. 1953 - 1963 - Messy, Staccato Style 
 
Figure 3.27 – Letter to Mary Van Deusen (December 28, 1953); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 

 
 
Marion E. Wade Center, 
Wheaton College 



 
 
Figure 3.28 – Letter to Susan Salzberg (February 5, 1960); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 
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Figure 3.29 – Letter to Mary Van Deusen (January 16, 1959); See VII Vol. 33 p. 81. 
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Figure 3.30 – Letter to Patricia Mackey (June 8, 1960); See VII Vol. 33 p. 82.  
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Figure 4.1 – The Pudaita Pie (1922-1924, alternative dates 1926-1930); See VII Vol. 33 p. 83. 
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Figure 4.2 – The Pudaita Pie (1922-1924, alternative dates 1926-1930); See VII Vol. 33 p. 83.  
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Figure 4.3 – See VII Vol. 33 p. 85 
Summa manuscript page 8 - red text only (1928-1929) 

 
 
Summa manuscript page 16 – red text only (1928-1929) 
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Figure 4.4 – Moral Good manuscript (1924-1925); See VII Vol. 33 p. 86. Marion E. Wade Center, 
Wheaton College 
(deposited by Walter Hooper) 



 
 
Figure 4.5 – Moral Good manuscript (1924-1925); See VII Vol. 33 p. 86.  
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